From Rudolph Nureyev’s collection
Caricatures: Hairstyles & Highwire dancers
Four engravings from Le Bon Genre*, Paris, ca 1822. Each beautifully handcolored as issued. (Print size: each 10 1/2 x 14" Window mounted vertically for
two each, mount size size 25 ½" x 20").
Two etchings, left, poke fun at the elegant Parisian hair styles that emerged after the
Revolution. After 1792 the wearing of the wig was prohibited in the name of
equality of appearance. In the bottom print #39 (Le titus et les Cache-Folie) we see
the return of fashionable hairstyles that imitated Roman emperors "à la Titus", "à la
Brutus" or "à la Caracalla".

In the two etching of high-wire artists, right, performers in costume dance on either
two or four "cordes". In print No 33, "Le Incomparable Ravel” Jean Ravel is
pictured on the tight rope playing a guitar accompanying a dancing couple. Ravel
founded a four generation clan of French circus performers. The core of the troupe
consisted of Jean’s children Gabriel Antoine (1812-1872), Angelique (1813-1895),
Jerome (1814-1890) and Francoise (1823-1881). Trained in Italy and based out of
Paris, the family toured all the major countries of Europe, as well as, America
starting in 1825. Their large productions consisted of pantomime, ballet, tumbling,
wirewalking and balancing.
*Observations sur sur les modes et usages de Paris, pour servir d’explication aux
caricatures publiée sous le titre de Bon genre. Paris: 1817-1822 edited by Pierre
de la Mesangere. The entire series of caricatures extended to one hundred and
fifteen. Le Bon Genre provides a look at contemporary manners of Parisians during
the first quarter of the 19th century. It remains an immensely popular series.
These engravings are from the Rudolph Nureyev's collection of antiques, paintings
and prints from his Paris apartment. The collection was sold in New York at
Christies during a spectacular sale in January, 1994.
$2,000.00

