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1. ( Bakst, Leon). Alexandre, Arsene. The Decorative Art of Leon Bakst.
Appreciation by Arsene Alexandre, with Notes on the Ballets by Jean Cocteau.
London: Fine Arts Society, 1913. First English edition (a French version was
published the same year).

Large Folio. Original vellum decorated with gilt and marbled paper sides.
Complete with 76 tipped-plates, of which almost fifty are full color. This is a fine
copy and rare in this condition
$5,000.00

2. ----Bakst. L’Oeuvre de Léon Bakst pour la Belle au Bois Dormant. Ballet en Cinq actes d’après le conte de
Perrault. Musique de Tchaikovsky. Preface d’André Levinson. Paris: M. De Brunoff, 1922. Copy #269 of 500
copies signed by Leon Bakst and M. De Brunoff.
Folio. 11 3/4" x15 5/8: x 11/4". Original wrappers and glassine. Book as new!!! with original glassine (a few tiny
nicks). With rare original leather lined slipcase lined with marbled paper.
$5,000.00
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3 ----- Bakst. The designs of Leìon Bakst for the sleeping princess: a ballet in five acts after Perrault. Music
by Tchaikovsky. Preface by André Levinson. London: Benn,1923. "This edition is limited to 1000 numbered
copies of which 500 are reserved for the United States of America". This copy # 196. Folio. 12 “x 16" x 1 3/4"
Original cloth with fine vellum back, lettered in gilt Open silk covered slipcase. 54 color illustrations, 1 portrait.
Provenance stamped in blind of Douglas Engmann at bottom of front flyleaf.
$4, 000.00

4.---- Bakst. The Story of the Artist's Life. London: The Bayard Press, 1923. #208 of 300 copies. Folio. 11 1/4"
x 15 1/4" x 2". Full vellum lettered in brown. 68 plates each with captioned tissue-guards, and mounted’ some
in color, numerous illustrations to the text, Slight foxing. Very good copy.
$3,500.00
5. ----- [Another edition] Bakst. The Story of Leon Bakst’s Life. Text by Andre Levinson. New York: Brentanos,
1922. Copy #32 of 250 copies of the American edition. Full vellum as in the London edition above. 11 1/4" x 15
1/4" x 2" Front hinge cracked. Bookplate on front flyleaf. Covers with slight soiling and stains.
$2,500.00

6. ----[Another copy]. The Story of Leon Bakst’s Life. Text by Andre Levinson. New York: Brentanos, 1922.
Copy #221 of 250 copies of the American edition. Full vellum as in item above. Covers soiled. Flyleaf stained.
Blindstamp in relief of Wilmington Institute Free Library on each plate.
$600.00

7. Bland, Alexander. The Royal Ballet. The First 50 years. [London] Threshold Books/Sothebys 1981. Limited
edition. Copy 229 of 250 copies specially bound with a foreword by Dame Ninette de Valois and signed by her.
Large quarto. Three quarter red morocco over matching cloth, spine and covers stamped in gilt Silk endpapers. Very
fine. 320 pages, profusely illustrated with superb photographs in color and b/w
$500.00
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8. (Karsavina, Thamrs) Svetlov, Valerien. Thamar
Karsavina. Translated from the Russian by H. De Vere
Beauclerk v& Nadia Evrenov. Edited by Cyril W.
Beaumont. London: C. W. Beaumont, 1922. First
edition, limited to 120 copies by Karsavina, of which
this is #48. A regular edition of 230 unsigned copied is
bound in cloth. Quarto 12" x 9 ½. Original decorated
boards with vellum spine, lettered in gilt. Tiny ink note
at top of front fly leaf otherwise very fine and as bright
as when it was issued in 1922. See image above.
$4,500.00

9. (Pavlova, Anna). Svetlov, Valèrien. Anna Pavlova. Paris:
de Brunoff, 1922. Number 151 of 325 copies, numbered and
signed by the editor M. de Brunoff and by Pavlova herself on
the front half title (only a few copies of the edition are signed
by her). Translated from Russian into French by M. Pétrof

Large quarto (10" x 13"). Original wrappers, extremely fine
copy with original glassine.Protected in original publishers full
leather slipcase. (12" x 14"). Slipcase has spine with raised
bands lettered and ornamented in gilt. (The publisher’s
slipcase is rarely present). Our is slightly worn and foxed.
$5,000.00
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10. Svetlow, Valerian. Le Ballet contemporain. Saint-Petersbourg: R. Golicke et A. Willborg, 1912. Copy #41 of
520 copies. Quarto. Publisher’s green silk, decorated in gilt and blind by E. Lanceray. The covers are very bright
with slight fading to spine else a fine copy. Le Ballet contemporain contains reproductions of drawings and
photographs that illustrate the costumes of Anisfeld, Bakst, Benois, Golovin, Korovin and Roerich. The portraits
and photographs of the important dancers are each protected by a tissue guard making this a beautiful and deluxe
book about the early years of the Russian ballet. Ref: Beaumont p168.
$1,250.00

Important advice from Leon Bakst
to an aspiring scenic designer
11. Léon BAKST (1866-1924).L.A.S. and autograph manuscript, April 29, 1919, to Jean-Gabriel Domergue; 1 1/2p
quarto, signed boldly “Leon Bakst”

An important statement by Bakst on the role of a “regisseur” (set designer)
Excerpts:
‘the decorator must be a poet, a painter, a scholar and a fantasist, who has the magic of tripling the beauty of the
show, just by his personal vision"
"The most horrible routine, which lies in persuasion, that the decorator 'frames' the play – reigns in almost every
theater in the universe. It is precisely because of this bias that the modern set is in a state of artistic childhood and
that it usually yields in importance, during the show, to its cousins – drama, ballet and opera."
For him, "the set in the theater is a great parallel art, which has the reason to be by itself, while being the eloquent
companion of the work represented [...]”
Jean Gabriel Domergue Born: 1889 - Bordeaux, France Died: 1962 - Paris, France. He designed numerous
dresses, hats and accessories for famous couturier such as Paul Poiret and Henry Marque
At the period when Bakst wrote this statement to Domergue, the latter was attempting to establish his artistic
reputation in the artistic venues of Paris. While ultimately Domergue played an essential role in the evolution of
artistic fashion in his era, he was presently foundering when Bakst wrote him this statement.
In addition Domergue was interested in ballet. He designed the covers and contributed fashion illustrations for
Comoedia Illustré , 1920, including #7 on the Russian ballet and also #8 with portrait of Tamara Karsavina
$4,000.00
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12, Benserade, Isaac de. Les OEuvres de Monsieur de Bensserade. Paris: chez Charles de Sercy, 1697. (56), 424,
(4); (10), 427pp. + an engraved title-page in each volume.
Two vols. 8vo, contemporary mottled calf, spines gilt (one upper joint a bit cracked). First edition. Benserade
(1613-1691) had a long career as a court poet. In particular he provided many of the librettos for Lully's celebrated
ballets. These texts occupy the whole of the second volume here.
Tchemerzine II, 147-8; Beaumont, p. 52 (the Dutch contrefacon of 1698); not in Magriel, Niles/Leslie, or Derra
de Moroda
$2,000.00

13. [print] La Sauteuse. From Le Bon Genre,
No. 21. [Paris 1817]. From Observations sur
les modes et les usages de Paris, pour servir
d’explication aux caricatures publiées sous le
titre de Bon genre...Paris: chez l’édteur, 1817.

Etching on paper, hand colored. 9 1/2" x 8"
plate size. 15 3/4 x 12 full sheet. Slight
darkening to margins, plate clean.
The Sauteuse or Jumping Waltz, is performed
by making a jetté or spring from one foot to the
other every time the step is performed.
Le Bon genre is a journal published a popular
series of caricature of social life and customs
in Paris after Napoleon. A number of plates
were devoted to fashionable dancing . Colas
2238 #21
$150.00
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14 Chagall, Marc.[Romeo and Juliet.]
[Original Lithographic poster printed in colors]
by Mourlot Gallery. Paris: Mourlot, 1965.
24x38” (610x965 mm). On paper. This
interpretive rendering of a lithograph executed
by Charles Sorlier, from a detail of the
preliminary sketch of the ceiling of the Paris
Opera. This fragment is a tribute to Berlioz for
Romeo and Juliet; it also includes pictures of
the Place de la Concorde and the Arc de
Triomphe. Ref: Sorlier, Chagall's Posters, A
Catalogue Raisonne, 96; Weill page 358.
$3,000.00
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