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20th Century Ballet Programs
Many from Ballets Russes performance 

1.  The American Ballet. New York: Musical Art Management Corp,Alexander Merovitch,
President.    (1935) (Souvenir program) Quarto.  Wrappers with cover in color by Louis Bouché,
with inside pages blank back cover with Gibbs Press, Inc/New York printed lower right.  14p
illustrated with photos in black and white plus cover in cover by Louis Bouché. Spine split Very
clean.

This program describes the first seven ballets created by Balanchine for his new company  the
America Ballet which was,  according to Anita Finkle, “the first truly American classical ballet
company”.  Among the ballets produced  “Alma Mater was perceived as being wholesomely,
productively American”. (Article on the American Ballet by Anita Finkle in International
Encyclopedia of Dance (1999) I.63)   Ref: Choreography of George Balanchine. A Catalogue of
Works. New York Eakins Press, 1983. P.297

$250.00

2. Balieff's Chauve-Souris Bat Theatre.  American Season under the Direction of F. Ray
Comstock & Morris Gest. (New York, the Company, 1922.)  Quarto. 12x9",  24 pages. Fine.   
Souvenir program.    Illustrated color cover and numerous color illustrations by Serge Sudeikine  and 
Nikolai Remizov.  Short history of the La Chauve-Souris company from the early 1900s. The
program includes an history of the company and a centerfold cartoon by Ralph Barton on famous
faces in attendance.    Originating in Moscow and then moving to  Paris after the Russian revolution.
Directed by Nikita Balieff, the revue toured the United States and Europe . The Company  brought
Russian folk dance and puppetry to America.  Chauve-Souris was known for its extremely colorful
costumes and scenery.

With 4p, 12mo, undated  house program for  the Boston performance at the Schubert Theatre 162
Boylston Street, with details of the 16 numbers.“of three weeks”  

$200.00
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3.  Bakst, Leon  L. Bakst  Leningrad: Editions d’art Aurore. 1973. 16 large postcards  reproducing
costume drawings and portraits by Leon Bakst. 6 x 8 ½.” In wraparound folder with color
illustrations (folder slightly soiled). Descriptions on verso in English and Cyrillic.

$50.00

4.   (Bakst, Leon). Alexandre, Arsene. The Decorative Art of Leon
Bakst. Appreciation by Arsene Alexandre, with Notes on the Ballets
by Jean Cocteau. London: Fine Arts Society, 1913. First English
edition (a French version was published the same year). Large Folio.
Original vellum decorated with gilt and marbled paper sides. Complete
with 76 tipped-plates, of which almost fifty are full color.  This is a fine
copy and rare in this condition.

Published as the Ballets Russes was achieving its full flowering.
Includes reproductions of Bakst's early designs for L'Oiseau de feu, Le
Dieu Bleu, L'Apres-Midi D'Un Faune, Cleopatre, Scheherazade, La
Peri and many others. Ten years later, several other works on Leon
Bakst were published, but none matched The Decorative Art of Leon
Bakst in beauty or scope. This was the first deluxe publication on Bakst
to be published in England.

$5,500.00

5.  Ballets Russes de Monte-Carlo. S. Hurok Presents. Direction W. De Basil. (New York, 1933)]. 
 Quarto. Gold covers lettered in blue, silk ties .44p.     Very good condition, with wrinkling to covers. 
Souvenir  program for  1933-34 season with many photos of the current productions and dancers. 
Ballets  include La Concurrence (Competition) with choreography by Balanchine; Les Presages
(Destiny), choreography Massine; Le Lac des Cygnes, choreography, Petipa. Soloists include
Danilova, Baronova, Riabouchinska, Toumanova, Massine, Woizikovsky.

$75.00

6.   —another program.  Ballets Russes de Monte-Carlo  (1933-34). Quarto. 44p  Some small
defects to gold covers.  Laid in is a quarto 4p program for the performance at St. James Theatre (New
York), features  nine numbers including numerous Balanchine ballets and  Beach with choreography
by Massine and scenery by Dufy.

$75.00

7.  Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. Sergie J. Denham, Director.  (New York: the Company, ca
1956). Quarto.  Dark blue  wrappers with picture of Nina Novak on cover.  Slight wear  to covers.
48p, fully illustrated with photos (black and white). Repertoire of 27 ballets, many taken from the
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Ballets Russes early years. With– 8vo, stapled,  8p house program for performance at the Syria
Mosque Pitsburgh, December 5, 1956 with Alicia Alonso and Nina Novak and Igor Youskevitch. 

$75.00
  
 
8.  Ballet Theatre, The. Presented under the direction of Lucia Chase and Oliver Smith.  New York:
1953-1954.  Fifteenth season. Quarto.   Colored wraps with Chagall design for  Aleko.  40p 
Featuring Alicia Alonso, Igor Youskevitch, John Kriza, Melissa Hayden.  With locations of
European tour for  1953. Photos and adverts.  With program for the performance at St. James Theatre
(New York) laid in, nine ballets  including numerous Balanchine ballets and  Beach with
choreography by Massine and scenery by Dufy. Covers with wrap-around title detached but present. 

$75.00

9. (Basil,  Wassily  de).   S. Hurok presents Col.W. de Basil’s Ballet Russes de Monte Carlo. 
(New York: the Company) 1935-1936-7.  Quarto. Souvenir program with reproduction of a
Gontcharova watercolor on cover. With many photo reproductions and a color insert of designs for
Monstre from L’Oiseau de Feu by Gontcharova. Insert of ads. A bit of wear but very good. Programs
for 17 ballets, many from the Diaghilev repertory.Wassily de Basil (16 September 1888 – 27 July
1951), usually referred to as Colonel W. de Basil,  was born Vassily Grigorievich Voskresensky in
Kaunas, Lithuania. In 1934 de Basil broke with  impresario Rene Blum with whom he did not agree
artistically. de Basil initially renamed the company Ballets Russes de Colonel W. de Basil. 

$75.00

10. ------    Hurok presents Col.W. de Basil’s Ballet Russes de Monte Carlo.  (New York: the
Company) 1935-1936. Quarto wrappers. Covers split. .  With brief history of the Company. Insert
with details of 13 ballets performed during the season.  Fully illustrated, with ads, colored
reproductions of set designs for the productions.

$25.00

11.  Covent Garden Russian Ballet Company. June-August 1939. London: the Company,1939.
Quarto.  A sumptuous souvenir program. Quarto. Spiral bound  with covers design by Nathalie
Gontcharova, Very slight soiling to rear cover .  Fully illustrated with  photos of Baronova,
Riabouchinska, Dolin, Lichine, and others.  Mounted color prints of scenery and costumes by De
Chirico, Miro, Derain and Gontcharova.

In 1938, Wassily  de Basil created a new Ballets Russes  company from the remains of the 1930s 
company managed by h Rene Blum and later by  Sol Hurok.  de Basil  called this company the  
Covent Garden Russian Ballet. In 1939, he gave the company its final name, the Original Ballet
Russe.  The Company toured mostly in Europe. Its alumni were influential in teaching classical
Russian ballet technique in European schools.

$150.00
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12.  Cocteau, Jean. [Poster], Ballets Russes de Diaghilew Paris:
1939.  Large poster for the 1939 Diaghilev exhibition which was the
first major Diaghilev exhibition with material from1909-1929
organized by Serge Lifar.  Lithograph on paper,Signed "Jean Cocteau"
in the stone, lower right

Sheet size: 61" x 34"; mounted on silk, rolled. Fine copy.  The
exhibition was at Musee des Art Decoratifs, Palais Du Louvre,
Pavillon de Marsan,  from March through June, 1939 (then extended).
Our 1939 poster was restruck from the original lithograph of 1911
which organically advertised performances at the new Ballets Russes
de Diaghilev. 

$3,000.00

Original Diaghilev Material

13. Souvenir Serge de Diaghileff’s Ballet Russe. (New York: the Company, 1916).  Souvenir
programme for the American tour, 1916-1917.  Quarto. Brown decorated wrappers, silk ties with
image of Nijinsky on front cover.   Slight chipping to cover. 40pp, fully illustrated with colored set
designs by Bakst, black and white photos, ads, and section the the Russian folk stories behind the
ballet creations:  “Legends of the Ballets”.

$100.00 

14. —another copy. Souvenir Serge de Diaghileff’s Ballet Russe.  (New York: the Company,
1916).  Quarto,  Bakst design in gold embossed on front cover, ties (coming loose). 40pps.  This
decorative souvenir booklet  is devoted to short descriptions  of each ballet  performed. Some photos
of dancers and many set designs by Bakst are included. Also included is   itinerary of the American
tour. This program was sold all across the U.S. to popularize the Company 

$125.00

15.   Les Ballets Russes de Serge de Diaghilew. Décors et costumes Paris, Pierre Vorms (Quelques
artistes contemporains, n° 2), 1930.  Small quarto. Original wrappers. 32p.  Including article  Les
Ballets Russes by George-Michel, & Waldemar George.  Also features an   article  Le Costume
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Théatrale by Nathalie  Gontcharova with illustrated with 19 plates including 4 in color 32p. Very
slight soiling else fine. With its unillustrated covers, this occasional publication attracted little
attention compared to the colorful souvenir programs.  It is, nevertheless an important publication
done soon after the death of Diaghilev.  

Artists represented here include Picasso, Laurencin, Braque, Derain, de Chirico, Rouault, Bakst, and
others. The book features 19 plates depicting sets and costumes, with four of the plates in color.
There is also a photo of Diaghilev taken several days before his death at the young age of 57. Michel
Georges-Michel and Waldemar George have written introductions, while Nathalie Gontcharova has
written about costumes; the book is illustrated with several of her designs for sets and costumes.
There is also a complete list of the troupe's productions and a list of all the artists who designed sets
and costumes.  Pierre Vorms (1903-1986) was a gallery ownder “Galerie Billiet”, an art critic and
highly regarded writer on the arts. 

$250.00

16.  The Diaghilev Exhibition, from The  Edinburgh Festival, 1954: Catalogue edited by Richard
Buckle. London: The Observer., 1954.  First edition . Quarto. 72.   Original colored wrappers. .
Essays by Alexandre  Benois, Tamara  Karsavina, Juliett  Duff, Brois  Kochno.  Chronological list
of the ballets, biographical index, catalogu of books. 650 item catalogue, with list  of books relating
to the Diaghilev Ballet by Ifan Kyrle Fletcher , colour and b/w illustration. 

$150.00

17.  Neuvième Saison Russe. Mai-Juin 1914 dix représentations de
Ballets Russes de M. Serge de Diaghlew. Paris: Ballets Russes, 1914. 
Quarto 9 ½" x 12". Original wrappers with design after Bakst costumes by
Valentine Gross. 48p plus inserts. FINE COPY except for one closed tear
back cover,  with original silk ties.  Suitable for exhibition display. 

General program for ballets  Mai-Juin 1914. Includes  “Agrument du Coq d’Or and Petrouchka.
Photo of Karsavina in Petrouchka.  With full page photos of Fokina, Fokine, Karsavina; Bolm;
adverts  inserted  for Brunhoff’s periodical Comoedia Illustre and Valentine Gross’ Mouvements de
Danse.  An attractive  centerpiece is instered  of scenes from Papillons, another two page spread in
gold for Benois’ costumes for Rossignol; At the end is a sheaf of adverts including one for  Sizaire-
Berwick auto (Sizaire-Berwick was an Anglo-French automobile manufacturer active between 1913
and 1927)  and the Lorraine-Diétrich (Lorraine-Dietrich was a French automobile and aircraft engine
manufacturer from 1896 until 1935)// t is rare to find contemporary advertisments for autos in these
programs. 

$500.00

18.    Ballet in five scenes after Perrault’s tale The Sleeping Princess.. (London: the Company)
1921. Quarto.  9 ½” x 12".  28p, plus covers in gold and silver, Very good copy with original silk
ties, with page borders red and green dust soiled, spine split at bottom. 
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 The deluxe program for the first performance at the  Alhambra Theater of  The Sleeping Princess/la
belle au bois dormant. Ballet in five scenes, music by P. Tchaikovsky, with prelude and Aurora’s
Variation in scene II by Igor Stravinsky.  Choreography by Marius Petipa.. Story of the ballet and
of “Tchaikovsky at the Rusian Ballet” by Leon Bakst.   Color reproduction of the characters and their 
costumes;  double page centerfold of the sets for the castel [sic]  in the forest. Cast list for each of
the five scenes. Ads. One of the most important Diaghilev ballets in London. 

$500.00

19. Le Triomphe de Neptune. Diaghilev. [Souvenir Program]. 
XXE  Saison de Serge de Diaghilew.  Paris: Théâtre
Sarah-Bernhardt, 1927. Programs for  28 Mai 1927. Includes
schedules  for 17 Mai through 9 Juin 1927.   Music by Berners,
book by Sitwell, decors and costume after the brothers 
Cruikshank, Tofts, Honigold and Wells. Choreography by
Georges Balanchine.  

Quarto, wrappers, a very good copy with slight wear to cover.   
Front cover  in color based on 19th century English  childrens
illustrations.  Cast list includes Danilova, Lifar, Tchernicheva,
Idzikovsky and others . Nice photos of Olg Spessiva, Leonide
Massine, Lydia Sokolova,  as well as Danilova, Balanchine. 

$300.00
20.  (Fokine, Michel).  Fortune Gallo Presents the Fokine Ballet. Jones Beach Stadium.  (New
York: the Company, 1936). Souvenir Program.  Quarto. Wrappers with photo of Patricia Bowman
on front cover. 12p, stapled.  Slight stains to front cover. Scarce.  With  scenes from the ballets: 
Prince Igor, Les Sylphides. Photos in black and white   The company included 75 dancers with
Patricia Bowman as soloist Six thousand attended the ballet on July 4th 1936. 

$100.00

The first Russian Ballets in Amerca

21.   (Hoffman, Gertrude)  Album Souvenir de “La Saison Russe”
NY:1911. Quarto: Orig wrappers, 9 1/2x 12",   String tied. 20p covers. 
Covers detached, frayed  and soiled.  Internally  clean.  Souvenir program
for the 1911 American tour which was the first performance of the Ballets
Russes repertory in America. Color printed with black and white photos.

Program features ballets of Cléopâtre, Shéhéradeze, Les Sylphides. Cast
list features  Lydia Lopoukowa, Maria Baldina, Alexander Volinine,
Theordore Kosloff, Ivan Tarasow, with photos.  Three ballets by Mikhail
Fokine, staged by Theodore Kosloff without permission, made up the
serious part of the evening   This was the first Ballets Russes seen in
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America. Gertrude Hoffman (Hoffmann) developed and performed in the first U.S. productions of
the Ballets Russes repertoire (1911–15).   

Hoffman is also credited with infusing American vaudeville with Ballet Russes material.  She
presented “cut-rate renditions of  Russian ballets to one-horse town across the Nation”  (Laurence
Senelick, his article on Vaudeville. VI,  pp 318-19, International Encyclopedia of  Dance. Selma
Jeanne Cohen, ed (1998).  Rare!

$750.00

22.  Hume, Samuel;
Fuerst, Walter Rene. 
Twentieth Century
Stage Decoration . 
Introduction by Adolphe
Appia.  New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1929. 
Two volumes,  quartos. 
Original cloth with the
rare dust  jackets . 
Original paper slipcase.
Original one quarter rust
cloth spine with marbled
cloth boards and leather
and gilt spine titles.
Slight wear but fine.  

Volume  One: Text with illustrations; Volume Two:  Illustrations with 387 photographic color and
black and white plates and sketches.  Booklet listing illustrations in rear pocket of Volume One.  Still
the defintive books on stage design in the first quarter of the 20th century, with a great deal on
Diaghilev ballets

$300.00

23.  Johnson, A.E. The Russian Ballet with Illustrations by Rene Bull. London: Constable, 1913.
First edition. Leslie and Niles,  I, p. 241.  Quarto. Wrappers. Spine rebacked somewhat crudely.
Frontis creased. 240pp. including 12 tipped-in color plates and numerous black and white drawings. 
This book discusses and illustrates 17 important ballets from the early years of Diaghilev,  including
Scheherazade, Narcisse, Cleopatre, & others.  The 12 fine color illustrations are based on the sets
and costumes from the Ballets but also show the influence of Dulac and Rackham.

$200.00
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24.  Lopokova, Lydia
Vas i l i evna .  [Tw o
p h o t o g r ap h s ]  a s
Columbine in Le
Carnival . Photos by
Matthew Arbuthnot
(London, ca. 1915).
Silver prints. Each
photo studio stamped. 

1. 5 1/2 x 8". Half length, looking right, wearing white lace dress with cherry designs, hair in curls.
right hand raised, thumb and third fingers extended.

2.  5 1/2 x 7 7/8". Full length portrait, wearing white lace dress with cherry designs, hair in curls.  
Looking right, hands extended, right foot extended.

$300.00

25.   (Massine, Leonide. Harry Zelzer presents Leonide Massine’s Ballet Russe Highlights.
(Chicago: the  Company, 1945).   Souvenir program. Quarto. Wrappers, with color cover after
Chagall’s Aleko.  Very good  condition, bright.    24pp. Photos and a few ads in color.  With inserted
8p  house program for Chicago Orchestral Hall,  10 July 1945 with performances by Baronova,
Eglevsky, Massine. 15 selections, many from the Diaghilev ballets.

$150.00

26.  N. Trouhanowa. Concert de Danse   de Danse N. Trouhanowa, [avril 1912]. Paris:Maquet,
1912. 8vo. Original wrappers, a few chips to covers. Very good.  Quarto. Wrappers 24p, with a photo
portrait of Trouhanowa, four plates printed in color pochoir.   Program includes ballets of   Istar with
music by d’ Indy;   folding plates of  La Tragédie de Salomé with music by Schmitt, and the first
performances of La Péri by Dukas and Adélaïde ou le Langage des fleurs by Ravel. 
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Natalia Trouhanowa (Trouhanova 1885-1956 B. Kiev, D.
Moscow).  Trouhanova was admired for her striking
beauty.   She developed her own free modern  dance/
ballet  style, under the influence of Isadora Duncan then
used  original music by Ravel and Dukas among others. 
Clustine choreographed her best dances.  She danced at
the Paris Opera in 1907 then held her own “soirees”
complete with elaborate programs (as this). 

$350.00

Add

27. (Balanchine, Georges). (Souvenir program) Les Ballets 1933. Théatre des Champs-Élyssés.
M. Edward James Présente Les Ballets 1933 de Georges Balanchine direction artistique Boris
Kochno. Paris: Orchestre Symphonique de Paris (1933). Folio (9 ½ x 12 ½") Original brown
wrappers. A few small stains, mild uneven faded to front cover, mild dust staining back cover.
Otherwise an excellent crisp copy. Black and white ads, color plates.  

With three tear-sheet inserts, including the text of the spectacle ballet Les Sept Péchés Capitaux
and two supplementary performances on 16th and 19th June for the oratorio Job with text by
Jacques Maritain and music by Nicolas Nabokoff.

$500.00
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